Readings for the Week of April 19th, 2020
Monday 4/20:

Tuesday 4/21:

Wednesday 4/22:

Thursday 4/23:

Friday 4/24:

Saturday 4/25:

Acts 4:23-31 Ps 2:1-9 Jn 3:1-8

Acts 5:27-33 Ps 34:2, 9, 17-20
Jn 3:31-36

Acts 4:32-37 Ps 93:1-2, 5
Jn 3:7b-15

Acts 5:34-42 Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14
Jn 6:1-15

Acts 5:17-26 Ps 34:2-9 Jn 3:16-21

1 Pt 5:56-14 Ps 89:2-3, 6-7, 16-17
Mk 16:25-20

Pastoral Letter :
Divine Mercy
Sunday

Brothers and sisters today we
celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. On
this Sunday we are reminded of God’s
merciful love for all of us who are his beloved children.
Mercy and compassion are the essence of God’s own nature.
This means that God cannot be anything else but mercy and
compassion. The whole history of our salvation is marked by
the merciful and compassionate acts of God.

The fall of our Ancestors
After the fall of Adam and Eve, God did not abandon them to
the power of darkness. God continued to show his mercy and
compassion by caring for them and promised them
salvation.
Gen 3.

Freedom from Slavery in Egypt
PLEASE
REMEMBER IN
YOUR PRAYERS
FOR GOD’S
HEALING:

Charles
&
Ethel
Adams, Teresa Addai,
David Bluford,Ethel Boyd-Journette, Helen
Broady,Doris Colon, Beverly Correia,
Bernadette Creswell, Lotess Cright, Rose
Marie Dorvilly, Cynthia Fairly, Carolyn Green,
Joyce Hunt, Vida Isles, Dolly Jankee, Lucy
Johnson, Tarrant Palmer, Fr. Paul Palmiotto,
Gwen Pruden, Evelyn Washington, Virginia
Wikkies, Mary Williams
To add a person’s name for prayer please
call the Rectory.
N
 ames will remain in the bulletin for 3
weeks unless the Rectory is notified.

When the Israelites under the oppressive regime in Egypt
cried to God, God responded and show his mercy and
compassion and through Moses God set them free from
slavery. In the desert God continued to care them regardless
of their stubbornness. Ex 2-16

Prophets Messengers of God’s Mercy
When Israelites failed to remain faithful to the demands of
the covenant and commandments of God. God called
prophets to be messengers of God’s mercy and signs of hope
for the chosen peace of God. Hos 14:1-10

Jesus Christ the Incarnation of God’s Mercy
and compassion
(Mt. 9:36,14:14, 18:22. Lk 7:15, 15:1-32)
God’s mercy and compassion have been brought to
fulfillment in the person, ministry, suffering, death and

resurrection of Jesus Christ. In this way Jesus is the
ultimate and the final image and realization of God’s
mercy and compassion. In the person of Jesus, God has
shown his mercy and compassion by becoming one of
us. In the person of Jesus the divine and human are
one. In the ministry of Jesus we encounter God who
forgives sinners, heals the sick and feeds the hungry. In
his Suffering and death we meet God who absorbs all
our sins and on the cross before he dies, he offers
forgiveness to those who killed him. Jesus Christ did
not only reveal the mercy and compassion of God, but
he also urges us to be agents of mercy and compassion
of God to others. As Pope Francis reminds us;
“ J esus affirms that mercy is not only an action of the
Father, it becomes a criterion for ascertaining who his true
children are. In short we are called to show mercy because
mercy has first been shown to us. Pardoning offenses
becomes the clearest expression of merciful love and for us
Christians it is an imperative from which we cannot excuse
ourselves.” Pope Francis.

The feast of the Divine Mercy
This feast is based on the visions and visitations from
Jesus to Faustina Kowalska a Polish nun. Jesus asked
her to paint the vision of his merciful divinity being
poured from his sacred heart and specifically asked for
a feast of Divine Mercy to be established on the first
Sunday after Easter so mankind would take refuge in
him.
We read this from the diary of Faustina
“Ask my faithful servant(priest) that on this day he tell
the whole world of my great mercy; that whoever
approaches the fountain of life on this day will be granted
complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. Mankind
will not have peace until it turns with trust to My mercyDiary 300”
Jesus in your Mercy is our Trust.

Fr. Bartholomew Mrosso M.afr
Pastor

Please support
The Annual Catholic Appeal 2020
with Faith and Good Works
Goal: $28,993.00

Pledges:$9,380.00 Paid$3,734.00
Balance $5,646.00

To pledge…
You can also text (917) 336-1255.
Remember anything over the parish goal
comes back to our parish!

Please help our parish
by making your
payments towards
your pledge to
Generations of Faith

Total Pledged to Date: $497,370
Paid to Date: $199,937.00
Balance: $297,433.00
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The Image of Divine Mercy Explanation
The Image of the Divine Mercyor more correctly the Image of
Merciful Jesus is a depiction of Jesus based on the devotion
initiated by Saint Faustina Kowalska a Polish nun who joined
the convent of our Lady of Mercy in Warsaw in 1925. In her diary
Faustina wrote about a number of visions of Jesus and
conversations with him.
In 1930 Faustina was assigned to the convent in Plock Poland.
Faustina stated that while she was in her cell on the night of Sunday 22 February 1931,
Jesus appeared to her as the King of Divine Mercy robed in a white garment.
Faustina wrote that Jesus’ right hand was raised in a sign of blessing and the other was
touching the garment near his breast, and from beneath the garment slightly down,
aside his breast emanated two large rays, one red, the other white. And Jesus told her;
“ Paint an image according to the pattern you see, with the signature
“ Jesus, I trust in You” I desire that this image be venerated, first in
your chapel and then throughout the world. I promise that the soul that
will venerate this image will not perish.”
Another nun, Sister Christine, later stated that rays of light from the window were
visible that night and attracted the attention of people standing on the other side of
the street, implying that this was a “physical appearance rather than an interior vision.
Not knowing how to paint. Jesus told her that she would receive visible help with
the task.
Devotional significance
The words that are attributed to Jesus states that;
“ Not in the beauty, nor of the brush lies the greatness of this image but in my grace.

Men’s Ministry
Roy Pinkard, President

After the canonization of Faustina in April 2000, devotion to the Divine Mercy and the
image has increased.

Rosary Society:
St. Bonaventure: Patrice Gibbs
St. Benedict: Denise Francis

Faustina relates the rays of light within the image to life and salvation.

St. Vincent de Paul Ministry
St. Benedict: KathleenGilbert
Young Adult Ministry Y.A.M.S.
Gabrielle & Warren Rolling
Youth Minister: Warren Rolling
Athletic Director: Rey Lewis
Girl Scouts:
Angela Robinson, Sandy Robinson
& Gabrielle Rolling
Liturgical Design & Preservation:
Maxine Townsend Broderick
Ministry of Consolation:
Renne Hartwell
Parish Stewardship Team
Ms Pascale Victor, Ms.Lorraine
Simpkins, Ms. Kassandra Wilson,
Ms. Patrice Gibbs, Mr. Francis Barry

“ The two rays denote Blood and Water. The pale ray stands for the water which makes
souls righteous. The red ray stands for the Blood which is the life of souls...These two
rays issued forth from the very depths of my tender mercy when My agonized heart
was opened by a lance on the Cross”
Faustina also wrote that Jesus stressed the importance of the image as part of the
Divine Mercy devotion. Jesus told her;
“ I am offering people a vessel with which they are to keep coming for graces to the
fountain of mercy. That vessel is this image with the signature Jesus I trust in You.
Pope St. John Paul II instituted Divine Mercy Sunday on April 30, 2000. The Divine
Mercy image is often carried in processions on Divine Mercy Sunday, and is placed in a
location in the church so that it can be venerated by those who attended Mass.
Divine Mercy Chaplet
The veneration of the Divine Mercy image also takes place in conjunction with Divine
Mercy Chaplet and Novena entreating God’s Mercy for the whole world. Praying before
the Divine Mercy image is not only encouraged in Catholic devotions, but is mentioned
as a partial condition for some of the indulgences associated with the Divine Mercy
Sunday

